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What Others Have Said About Jindrich’s Art

Thank you for your paintings in which | see light and hope. | like
the harmony of colours and shapes which give the impression of
movement. Your artwork reflects optimism.

Ali D. (United Kingdom)

The colours in Jindrich’s art are very positive, reflecting opti-
mism, as well as purity and wholesomeness. His versatility is
amazing — the way his artwork ranges from impressionism and
abstract to portraits and still lifes.

Col B. (Australia)

I like colours, freedom, and the resulting joy. This is exactly what |
feel when I look at Jindrich’s pictures. | can imagine having some
of them in my home.

Radka S. (Czech Republic)

I looked through Jindrich’s artworks and found them fascinating.
I especially like the painting "In the Forest". There | feel that I
understand the forest — being able to perceive how it lives, grows,
and receives nourishment from the roots.

Drahomira O. (Czech Republic)

Many thanks for the gifts that you have brought to us all through
your long life of music and art. We are all the richer for your
presence! | was interested to see so many mandala-like pieces —
conveying a sense of completion - though | think my favourite
work is "In the Forest". Once again, thanks for the inspiration!
Erica M. (Australia)
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WhatIdream ofis an art of balance,
of purity and serenity,

devoid of

troubling or depressing subject matter.

Henri Matisse



INTRODUCTION

Born in 1923 in Prague, Czecho-
slovakia, Jindrich (Henry) Degen
has enjoyed drawing since child-
hood. After completing secondary
education, he chose to pursue his
other great interest, music, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his father.
From 1943 until 1979 he performed
as principal oboist in various sym-
phony and opera orchestras in
Prague (now Czech Republic), Gothenburg (Sweden), and
Melbourne (Victoria, Australia). He also published educational
music for oboe in Prague, England and Germany.

After his retirement in 1979, Jindrich moved from Victoria to
Queensland where he began devoting himself to art. While
living on the Sunshine Coast, he took a three-year art course at the
TAFE (Technical And Further Education) institute in the area.
Later in the Redlands, as a member of the Yurara Art Society, he
attended workshops conducted by prominent artists, Irene Amos,
Jan Jefferies, Jack Oudyn, and Michael John Taylor.

Jindrich’s subject repertoire is diverse, directed by his personal
mood or idea at the time. He enjoys painting realistic subjects,
such as portraits, townscapes, still lifes, and nature themes.
Through colourful semi-abstract or abstract art, he seeks to ex-
press his subconscious feelings in images using various media
(such as oil, acrylic, pastel and watercolour). Many of these can

1



Introduction

be seen on his website www.henrydegen.com, as well as in an
earlier publication entitled Artistic Inspirations, Paintings by
Jindrich Degen (published in 2011).

A respected local artist, Jindrich continues to take part in various
art activities and exhibitions, especially those of the Yurara Art
Society. In addition, during March-April 2004, he had a solo
exhibition in the Redland Art Gallery. In July-August 2010, he
displayed a selection of his mandala paintings at the same gallery.
Another exhibition is planned for 2014.

This new book of 184 pictures is a selection of Jindrich’s paintings
featuring both realistic and abstract art. Organized under twelve
categories, it contains many of the art pieces found in a previous
publication entitled Artistic Inspirations (2011). The paintings in
this book, however, are each featured on a separate page. The
collection contains still lifes, landscapes, city scenes, real-life
portraits, as well as abstract images representing nature and
spirituality themes.

This collection of art works has been arranged
by Jindrich's daughter, Eva, with assistance
from her husband Alex. Jindrich actively
participated in the various production steps
including final selection of
the works, photographing his

art, guiding in the computer editing process,

writing and editing text, choosing the quotes

used on the divider pages, and advising on the

final layout, including the cover design. He

also painted the portraits of his daughter and son-in-law featured
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on the preceding page and designed the cover using his art piece
“Flowerage”.

The artist hopes that this varied and colourful collection of
paintings will leave visitors to this "gallery in print" uplifted and
inspired.



If we could see the miracle of a single flower clearly,
our whole life would change.

(The Buddha)

The subjectitselfis of noaccount;
what matters is the way it is presented.

(Raoul Dutfy)
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God made the country,
and man made the town.

(William Cowper)

Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful,
we must carry it with us,
or we find it not.

(Ralph Waldo Emerson)
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Are we to paint what's on the face,
what's inside the face,
or what's behind it?

(Pablo Picasso)

The body always expresses the spirit
whose envelopeitis.

(Auguste Rodin)
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Artwill never be able to exist
without nature.

(Pierre Bonnard)

Art does not reproduce the visible;
rather, it makes visible.

(Paul Klee)
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Artis the unceasing effort
to compete with the beauty of flowers
and never succeeding.

(Marc Chagall)

Though short-lived — a symbol of our impermanence —
flowers remind us of the inner beauty that will flourish
if we conduct ourselves well in thought and deed.

(Lisa Tenzin-Dolma)
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Growth itself has the germ of happiness.

(Pearl S. Buck)

How beautifully leaves grow old.
How full of light and color are their last days.

(George Burns)
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Animals are such agreeable friends —
they ask no questions,
they pass no criticisms.

(George Eliot)

In order to keep a true perspective of one’s importance,
everyone should have a dog that will worship him
and a cat that willignore him.

(Dereke Bruce)
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Colorisall. When color is right, form is right.
Coloris everything, color is vibration like music;
everything is vibration.

(Marc Chagall)

Painting is a mosaic of colors
weaved into a seamless whole.

(Igor Babailov)
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There are no rules of architecture
for acastlein the clouds.

(G.K. Chesterton)

Cities, like cats, will reveal themselves at night.

(Rupert Brooke)
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No great artist ever sees things as they really are,
if he did he would cease to be an artist.

(Oscar Wilde)

Thelonger youlookat an object,
the more abstractit becomes,
and, ironically, the more real.

(Lucian Freud)
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Anyone can make the simple complicated.
Creativity is making the complicated simple.

(Charles Mingus)

The most important element in a picture cannot be defined.

(Pierre-Auguste Renoir)
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Justas a candle cannot burn without fire,
men cannot live without a spiritual life.

(The Buddha)

Every painting isavoyageintoa sacred harbour.

(Giotto di Bondone)
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MORE ABOUT JINDRICH’'S OTHER
BOOKS

Artistic Inspirations — Paintings of Jindrich
Degen The book features 200 of Henry Degen’s
paintings. The range of subjects is diverse,
presented in both realism and abstract art. The
art works, produced in various media, are
organized under twelve themes.

Faces and Forms Across Time — Artwork of
Jindrich Degen This collection features real-
life portraits, as well as images and portraits
based on the works of other artists. In addition,
two sections portray animals (domestic and
wild) and one section presents icons and
symbols.

Floral and Nature Art — Photography of
Jindrich Degen This book presents digital
photography of Henry Degen. The images of
flowers and bushland settings, captured
through the eyes of an artist, are arranged
under the themes of floral art and nature art.
Inspirational quotations on each page
complement the photographic beauty.
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Volné verSe (Free Verse) A diverse collection of
Czech verse and prose, often in a light-hearted
form, created over a decade and inspired by life’s
circumstances, this book addresses current
issues of science and technology, as well as
capturing experiences, dreams and fantasies of
the author. The verses speak to us today as much
as in the time they were written.

VerSe pro dnedni dobu (Contemporary Verse)
This small book is a selection of eleven works
from Volné ver3e, presented as a graphically
illustrated colour version.
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ABOUT PATHWAY PUBLISHING

Pathway Publishing (www.pathway-publishing.org) is dedicated
to sharing truth and beauty through books that present what is
true to life and reality, as well as what is lovely and inspirational.
The goal is to not only provide sound information, but also to lift
the human spirit.

Pathway Publishing has a vision of helping readers on their path
of enlightenment and spiritual transformation. The wisdom and
experience of spiritual teachers, thinkers and visionary writers
from various backgrounds and faith traditions are recognized and
valued. Books produced by Pathway Publishing include:

Artistic Inspirations - Paintings of Jindrich Degen, arranged
by Eva and Alexander Peck

e Colour and Contrast — Artwork of Jindrich Degen, arranged
by Eva and Alexander Peck

e Faces and Forms Across Time — Artwork of Jindrich Degen,
arranged by Eva and Alex Peck

o Floral and Nature Art — Photography of Jindrich Degen,
arranged by Eva and Alexander Peck

¢ Volné verSe, Jindrich Degen (poetry in Czech)

e VerSe pro dnedni dobu, Jindrich Degen (poetry in Czech)
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¢ Memories of Times with Dad — Poems and Letters, Alexander
and Eva Peck

¢ Divine Reflections in Times and Seasons, Eva Peck

e Divine Reflections in Natural Phenomena, Eva Peck

e Divine Reflections in Living Things, Eva Peck

¢ Divine Insights from Human Life, Eva Peck

e Pathway to Life - Through the Holy Scriptures, Eva and
Alexander Peck

¢ Journey to the Divine Within — Through Silence, Stillness and
Simplicity, Alexander and Eva Peck

Some of the publications are also available as e-books.
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